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IIaBea, 3akoH, 6J1arogaTh M ... «aenIeBas
omaromate»: Hccnedosanue Iocnanus
Pumnanam na npedmem oGeunenui,
C6A3AHHBLX ¢ AHMUHOMU3IMOM, 6 adpec
anocmona Ilasna

Baadumup JleGedes

B cBoem cayxkenun IlaBes CTONKHYJICA C KPU-
TUKON aBTOPUTETHBIX HA TOT AEHbB JIIOJEi, KO-
TOPBIE€ MOTJIN OOBUHSATH €70 B 3JI0YIIOTPEOIeHUN
Bosxbeil 6i1aromatu. [JlanHOe acce COMEPIKUT
0030p HCTOPUYECKUX MOAXO0AOB K [IaBiy u ero
yberxieHnAM KacaTeJbHO 3aK0OHA, Osarogaru,
TIOJIOXKEHU S A3PIYHUKOB U nyieeB mepex Borowm,
a 3aTeM paccMaTpUBaeT BHICKA3bIBAHUSA aI0C-
TOJIa B OTBET HA IIPeAIIojiaraeMble OOBUHEHUS B
ero agpec. Uccaenyiorca tekctsl Ilocnanusa k
puUMIAHaAM, KOTOPBIE OTPAKAIOT XapaKTep 00-
BUHEHUI, ¥ 3aTeM Te, KOTOPHIE COLEPsKAT U3JI0-
JKeHUe KOHIIENIIUI, MPOSICHAIINX IO0JOXKe-
HUe ZieJI ¥ OITPOBePraoInx ooBuHeHusa. K aTum
KOHI[EIII[UAM OTHOCATCS 3aKOH, 0Jaronars,
IPaBeJHOCTh U HOBU3HA YKUSHMU.

Paul, the Law, Grace and ...
‘Cheap Grace’?

Viadimir Lebedev

In his ministry Paul had to deal with the cri-
tique of authoritative religious figures of that
time who sought to accuse the apostle of abus-
ing God’s grace. This paper reviews the histor-
ical approaches to Paul and his convictions
about the law, grace, and the state of Gentiles
and Jews before God, and then examines Paul’s
teaching concerning the presumed charges.
Texts from Romans are studied that reflect the
character of the charges, and then those con-
taining expositions of the concepts that clari-
fy the situation and overturn the accusations.
These concepts are law, grace, and righteous-
ness and newness of life.

Anodarusam u karadarusm B
IpoTeCTaHTH3Me

Koncmanmun IIpoxopos

ABTOD B cBOe# paboTe ITOKa3bIBAET CYIIIECTBEH-
HBbIE IPenMyIIecTBa anohaTuIecKoro MeToaa
Ooromo3HaHUs HAL KaTagaTUuecKUM B XPUCTHU-
amckoM O6orocisosuu. IlporecranTusm, yacro (u
HEepPeIKO 3aCIyKeHHO0) OOBUHAEMBIN B M3JIUIII-
HeM paIuoHaJIN3Me, II0 CyTH, OCTAJICSI PaBHO-
OyIleH K gaHHOU mpobiemaTuke. Hacrodmiee
He0OJIBIIIOe CCIeLOBaHNe IPU3BAHO TOKA3ATh,
YTO IPOTECTAHTHI UMEIOT HaKe 00JIbIIIe OCHOBA-
HU# (B CPaBHEHUHU C KaTOJIMKAMU U IIPABOCJIAB-

HBIMHK) BKJIIOYATh ano(aTu3M B CBOIO ODIIYIO
THOCEOJIOTHYECKYI0 KoHIenuoo. Hamepernuo —
B BOIIPOCAaX BePHI — JIUIIIUB Ce0s OMOPHI Ha Ma-
TepuaJibHOE HauaJjo, mocjegoBareau Pedpopma-
AU, B CBOEM GOJIBIITMHCTBE, IOKJIOHAIOTCA Bory
HeBUANMOMY U Heusobpasumomy. Kpome Toro,
B CTaThe yJesseTcsa ocoboe BHUMaHUe anoda-
THYecKOMY moaxony K Beuepe 'ocriomueit; ore-
YeCTBEHHBIM 0AITHCTAM IPEAIAaraeTcs 3aHOBO
IIePEeOCMBICIUTD 9TO CBSAIIEHHOAENCTBIE U OT-
KPBITO UMEHOBATH €T0 TAUHCTBOM.

Apophatism and cataphatism in
protestantism

Constantine Prokhorov

The author of the paper shows the essential
superiority of the apophatic way of knowing
God over the cataphatic way in Christian the-
ology. Protestantism, which frequently (and
often deservedly) is accused of excessive ratio-
nalism, has actually remained indifferent to
this problem. The present brief research intends
to show that Protestants have even more
grounds (in comparison with Roman Catholics
and Orthodox) to include apophatism in their
common epistemological concept. Having de-
prived themselves intentionally of reliance on
a material beginning in issues of faith, most
followers of the Reformation worship the God
Invisible, who cannot be portrayed. Addition-
ally, the author of the paper puts special em-
phasis on the apophatic approach to the Lord’s
Supper, suggesting that Russian Baptists re-
consider this rite and openly style it as sacra-
ment.

3amnan eu3aéu BocTok M mociencrBus
IJIs1 PYCCKOTO XPUCTHAHCTBA

Bumaauit Ilempenio

ABTOp paccMaTpuBaeT UCTOPUYECKUH OIBIT 06~
mieHuA Mekay 3amnagom 1 BocTokoOM Ha OCHOBE
PasBUTHA IPECTABICHUI 0 eKJIe310I0TNIECKO
Biaactu B Pumcko-Karonnueckoii IlepkBu ¢ ex-
JIe3MoJIoTnYecKuM IeHTpoM B Pume u B BocTou-
Hoit ITlepkBu ¢ e€ nearpom B KoHCcTaHTHHOIIO-
ne. ['maBHOe BHUMaHUe OCBAIIEHO PA3BUTHIO
mamncTBa Ha 3amazie, ero KOHQIUKTaM ¢ eKJe-
3MOJIOTMYECKUMU ¥ UMIIEPCKUMU CTPYKTYPaMU
BocTOKa, OTHOUIEHUAM MEXKIY 3TUMHU ABYMSA
ITepKBAMU U TIOCJEACTBUAM dTOM GOPHOBI A
PYCCKOTO XPUCTHAHCTBA. OTOT KPATKUI UCTO-
pUYeCKU aHAIN3 CAeJIaH C IIeJIbI0 IPOACHeHUA
IIOJIOKEHUSA €BAHTEJIbCKUX XPUCTUAH OBIBIIIE-
ro CoBerckoro Coiosa UJeHTUYHOCTH KOTOPHIX
HaxoauTcs nmocpenu 3amanga u Bocroxka. ABTop
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Ha/eeTcs 9Tol IyO0aAnuKaIuei MoABeCTH YNTaTe-
JISl K Pa3MBIIIIJIeHUIO HaJl COOCTBEHHOM IIPUHA -
JIEXKHOCTBIO ¥ UJEHTUYHOCTBIO B 00JIee IMupo-
KOM KOHTEKCTe NCTOPUYIECKOTO XPUCTUAHCTBA.

West versus East and the consequences
for Russian Christianity

Vitalij Petrenko

The author considers the historical relation-
ship between East and West on the basis of the
development of understanding of ecclesiastical
authority in the Roman Catholic Church with
its center in Rome, and in the Eastern church
with its center in Constantinople. The main
attention in this paper will be devoted to the
development of the papacy in the West, its con-
flicts with the ecclesiastical and imperial struc-
tures of the East, the relationship between the
two churches and the consequences of this
struggle for Russian Christianity. The author
draws some historical implications from this
analysis for Russian evangelicals in order to
call their attention to their own sense of “be-
longing” in the context of wider, historical
Christianity.

Hossle Mexu [AJIsI MOJOZOTO BHHA:
O cmpykmype nepsviLx pyccKux
6anmucmcrux obwun nHa FOze Poccuu

Hoxannec Juk

CraThs OCBAIIleHA CTPYKTYPe PYCCKUX OanTuH-
CTCKUX OOIIMH B IEPUOJ X BOSHUKHOBEeHUA. B
IePBOY YaCTU UCCIEYIOTCSA TNEeTUCTCKIE KOP-
HU JINYHOM BEPHI MEPBBIX MITYHAUCTOB. IX HO-
Bas Bepa, OCHOBBIBASACH HA PAI[MOHAJIBbHON WH-
Tepuperanuu [Incanmsa, mopoania HOBBIM BUJ
IyXOBHOrO ombiTa. IlepeskuBanme Bephl, B CBOIO
ouepenb, IPUBEJIO K BOBHUKHOBEHUIO OOIIIEeHU S
Bepsl HOBOTO Buaa. Cieqyer OTMETUTH, YTO
00bIUHAA HNPaKTHKAa IIHETUCTCKOTO OOIIeHUuA
peAyCcMaTPUBAaET OIpeIeIeHHYI0 OCHOBY, KOTO-
POIi CTYIKUIU CYIECTBYIOINE IIPOTECTAHTCKIIE
nepkBu. K coxxanenuio, Pycckasa IIpaBocaaB-
Hada I[epKOBb He CMOTJIa OIEHUTH 3HAUEHUS
HOBOTO IBUWIKEHWUA, W OTBepryia ero. YToOwI
BBIXKUTH, OHO HYJK/JAJIOCh B CTaOUJIBHOI IIep-
KOBHOI cTpyKType. Bropasi uacTs cTaThu MOKa-
3BIBAET IIYTh K TAKOH CTPYKTYpPE, a TaKIKe ee
COOTBETCTBUE I'ePMEHEBTHUKE IIEPBBIX PYCCKUX
6amnTrcToB. TakuM 06pasoM, EPKOBHAS CTPYK-
Typa PyCCKUX OAIITHCTOB 00'beJUHSET U HOBYIO
Bepy, U HOBOe O0IIleHre B Buie OOITUHbBI. 3HA-
yeHre 0ANTUCTCKUX CTPYKTYP OBLIO IIOATBEPIK-
JIeHO CBETCKUMU 9KCIIEPTaMMU.

Theological Reflections #6, 2006

Fresh Skins for New Wine: On the
Structure of the First Russian Baptist
Congregations in South Russia

Johannes Dyck

The article deals with the structure of Russian
Baptist Churches at their beginnings. In the
first part, it analyzes the Pietistic roots of the
personal faith of the first Stundists. Their new
faith was based on the rational perception of
the Scriptures and produced a new kind of
spiritual experience. This experience of faith,
in turn, produced a new fellowship of faith.
However, the common Pietistic pattern of
fellowship needed a basis that usually was
found in existing Protestant churches.
Unfortunately, the Russian Orthodox Church
was not able to recognize the significance of
this new movement, and rejected it. To survive,
the new movement needed a stable church
structure. The second part of the article shows
the way to such a structure and how it
corresponded to the hermeneutics of the first
Russian Baptists. In this way, the church
structure of the Russian Baptists combines
both—new faith with new fellowship in the
form of a church. The significance of Baptist
structures was acknowledged even by secular
experts.

XpHCTHaHe KaK rpaxaaHe penpecCHBHOIo
rocyaapcrsa: Bozocnoeckue u amuueckue
pa3mviuinienusn 6 ucmopultecrcoti
nepcnexkmuee

Toueo [Tunnu

CraThsa aHAJIU3UPYET XPUCTUAHCKUI OMBIT B
pasinuHbIle IepruoAbl ToHeHuH. I1ATh XapaxkTep-
HBIX CUTYyaluii BLICBEUYUBAIOT OOTOCIOBCKYIO U
3TUYECKYIO JUJIEMMY, C KOTOPO¥ CTAJIKUBAJINUCH
XPHUCTUAHE B PA3JIMYHBIE NICTOPUUECKYIE TIEPUO-
nel. Pannasa IlepkoBs ucnbiTana Ha cebe Herpo-
CTOM IEepexoJ OT IIepPUoja HmpeciefOBaHUN K
JOMUHUPYIOIEeMY IIOJOKeHHUIo0 B obImecTse,
KOTZa CTaja aKTyaJbHOM IP0o0IeMa CHUCXOXK-
IeHNUA K KOMIPOMMCCHOI MOSUIIUH U IIPOIIEHUA
BEPOOTCTYIHUKOB. VcTOpUA BalIbIEHCOB MO~
HUMAaeT BOIIPOC, 0 KAKOH CTeIIeHU B YCIOBUAX
mpecyiefOBaHUU AONYCTUM KOH(MOpMUsM 0e3
YTPAaThI CBOUX PEJIMTUO3HBIX TPUHITUIIOB. AHa-
6anTUCTHI pa3BUBAJIM GOTOCIOBUE OTAETEHUS
OT BHEIITHET0 MHPAa, U UX OIBIT MOKET OBITh
TI0JIE3€H COBPEMEHHBIM XPUCTUAHAM, JKUBYII[UM
BO BpakeOHOM OKDYKEeHUH, JJIA TOTO, YTOOBI
OKa3bIBaTh CTOMKOE COIIPOTUBJIEHE BHEIITHEMY
JlaBJI€HUIO, OGZHAKO He 3aMBIKAACH IIPX 9TOM B
cBoux obmiuHax. IIporecTanTsl B iapcKkoit Poc-
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CHU TOABEPraJiiCh PEIPECCUSIM CO CTOPOHBI
opunmanpHO# llepkBu m rocygapcTBa m3-3a
TOTO, UTO UX PEJIUTUO3HAA MPUHAAJIEKHOCTH
paccMaTrpuBasiach Kak IpOTUBOpeYaIas pyc-
CKOIi HaIlMOHAJbHOU naee. HakoHel, IATHIN
WCTOPUYECKUI IIPUMED — STO €BAHTeJIbCKOE [BU-
sxenue B Coerckom Corose, CTOJIKHYBIIIEECH C
mpo06IeMOii BLIOOpA « MEHBIIIET0 13 30J1» B OTHO-
HIEHUAX C ATEUCTUYECKUM I'OCYyJapCTBOM, YTO
MOTJIO IPUBECTH K yTpaTe COOCTBEHHOM caMo-
osrTHOCTHU. He ciieyer iu xprcTUaHaM BO Bpe-
Ms TOHEHUH yIeIsTh 00JIbIlle BHUMAHUS aTMOC-
¢depe noBepus B cBoux obIinHax? [[aHHBIN TOA-
X0 Wu3BJeUeHWsA wuHGOpPMAIUU U3 O0OIIeit
naHopaMmsl uctopuu IlepkBu MoKeT paccMmar-
pUBaThCS Kak BBeJeHUE K OyAyIIiuM, 6oJiee me-
TaJIBHBIM HCCJIEJOBAaHUAM II0 IPOOIEME.

Christians as Citizens of a Persecuting
State: A Theological and Ethical
Reflection in an Historical Perspective

Toivo Pilli

This article explores the Christian experience
in an environment of persecution. Five case
studies throw light on theological and ethical
dilemmas and challenges that persecuted Chris-
tians in different historical periods have had
to face. Early Christians had to learn how to
deal with the transition from a persecuted com-
munity to a privileged group and to find for-
giveness for compromises, as well as extend
mercy to traitors. The case of the Waldenses
raises the issue as to what extent it is possible
to conform to outward pressures without los-
ing one’s religious identity. Anabaptists devel-
oped a theology of separation from the wider
society, and their story can help present-day
Christians living in hostile environments find
ways to maintain healthy resistance to exter-
nal pressures without, however, becoming a
closed community. Protestants in Tsarist Rus-
sia prompted persecution from the governing
church and state structures because their reli-
gious identity was interpreted as rejecting eth-
nic and national identity. The fifth brief case
study offers some insights into the questions
of Soviet evangelicals: can choosing a “lesser
evil” in relations with an atheistic state lead
todenying one’s identity? Should more atten-
tion be paid by persecuted Christians to main-
taining an atmosphere of trust among their
communities? The article, deriving informa-
tion from the wider church historical panora-
ma, can serve as an introduction to further and
more detailed research on the topic.

Cerynapusanus Kaxk COIMAJIbHO-
dbunocodcraa mpodiaema

Muxaun 9epenkos

JeMokpaTus 3MKAeTCA Ha XPUCTUAHCKUX OC-
HOBaHUAX U IIPU CEKYyIApU3aInuu odpeueHa Ha
camopaspyiieHue. MoXHO IPOTHO3MPOBATH He-
CKOJIBKO cJIeCTBUY ceKynapusanuu. [Ipesom-
JIeHVe CeKYJIAPHBIX UJel B COIaIbHOM IpaK-
THUKE MOYKET IPUBECTU K TOMY, UTO XPUCTUAH-
CTBO PACTBOPUTCSA B PEJIUTHO3HON MHOKECTBEH-
HOCTHU U IIOTEPSAET CBOI CTATYyC «I[€HTPa» A
€BPOIEHCKOM KYJBTYPHI U IIUBUIN3AIINN. Pesn-
THO3HOE MOJKET OBITh PEAYIIUPOBAHO K COIMATD-
HOMY, UTO HaXOJUT CBOE BhIpAKeHUEe B TPak-
naHcKou peaurun. [IpoTuBoCcTOSIHME CEKYIADPU-
CTOB U (hpyHZAMEHTAJINCTOB MOKET COIIPOBOXK-
IaTbCcs ACKajamueil HANPSAKEeHHOCTH U
BBLIUTHCA B «KOH(MJIMKT IIUBUJIMUIANUI» HA
penurmosHoii nouBe. KoHcepBaTUBHAA PEBOJIIO-
U KaK PaJguKaIbHBIN CIIOCOO OCTAHOBUTH Ce-
KYJISpU3aIUio MOKET IPUBECTHU K HOBBIM PeIlu-
IVBaM TOTAJUTApPU3Ma.

Secularization as a Social-Philosophical
Problem

Michael Cherenkov

Secularization is of concern not only to theo-
logians; the crisis has captured the interest of
social and political philosophers. If Western
theologians and advocates of liberal democra-
cy remain optimistic and are attempting to
rethink Christian proclamation and find ade-
quate solutions to the challenges of a godless
world, then Orthodox theologians and repre-
sentatives of conservative thought are more
pessimistic and see the only solution in a re-
turn to the ideals of the past. Democracy is
based on Christian foundations and is doomed
to self-destruction by secularization. Several
consequences of secularization can be predict-
ed. The introduction of secular ideas into so-
cial practice could lead to Christianity’s disso-
lution into religious pluralism and the loss of
its status as the “center” of European culture
and civilization. The realm of religion could be
reduced to the merely social, finding its expres-
sion in civil religion (as in the USA). The op-
position of secularists and fundamentalists
could be accompanied by the escalation of ten-
sion, expressing itself in a “conflict of civili-
zations” on religious grounds. A conservative
revolution as a radical means of halting secu-
larization could lead to new forms of totali-
tarianism, including the establishment of theo-
cratic regimes
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